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[Title of the Invention] SCHEDULE CONTROL METHOD 

[0025] Fig, 1 is a functional block diagram illustrating an 
embodiment of the present invention, 

[0026] In Fig. 1, the user control function 9 and the schedule 
update function 13 are the same as the conventional ones. The 
description thereof is thereforeomitted here. Because the system 
configuration is also the same as the conventional one, Fig. 4 should 
be referredto. 

[0027] Retrieval, display and printing of schedule information, 
which are features of the apparatus of the invention, will now be 
described with reference to Figs. 1,2 and 3. 

[0028] First, Fig, 2 represents the daily retrieval screen of the 
schedule retrieval screen, which displays schedules of March 10, 1990. 

[0029] Display of the schedule retrieval screen 21 is performed 
by a time axis 24 and sjonbolized schedule information 26. 

[0030] The time axis 24 expresses 8:00 to 20:00, and the 
S3anboIized schedule information 26 visually expresses that schedules 
for a period from 18:30 to 20:00 are registered,ending with the fifth 
event on that day (March 10). 

[0031] A character in the symbolized schedule information 26 
expresses a period of 15 minutes. 

[0032] In this embodiment, the time zone from 8:00 to 20:00 



when many schedules are usually registeredis expressed in a well- 
balanced arrangement on the screen. It is simultaneously expressed, 
by an arrow facing right of the before-after display 27, that some 
schedules are further registeredfor a period from 20:00 to 8:00, the 
following day. 

[0033] This before-after display 27 is a first feature of the 
apparatus of the invention. When the daily retrieval 41 screen-edits 
the schedule retrieval result for 8:00 to 20:00, the before-after 
display 27 retrieves 12 hours before and after that time zone, and 
where schedule information is present, the before-after display is 
entered into the editing screen, and output to display means 3 or 
printing means 4 via processing means 2. 

[0034] When the before-after display 27 is displayed, it is 
possible to watch schedules in the time zones before and after on the 
screen. As a result, by pressing once a function key shown in Fig. 3 
(such as a function key on the keyboard of a personal computer), the 
schedule retrieval screen (displaying 20:00 to 8:00) 31 is displayed 
from the schedule retrieval screen (displaying 8:00 to 20:00) 29 via 
the daily retrieval 41, and by pressing the function key again, the 
first screen is displayed. 

[0035] When any schedules are registeredbefore8:00 on that 
day (March 10) or after 20:00 on the preceding day, the schedule 
retrieval screen (20:00 on previous day to 8:00 on that day) 30 is 
first displayed, and each time the function key is pressed, the screen 
is sequentially switched over in a rotary manner. Having this 



screen switching function is a second feature of the apparatus of the 
invention. 

[0036] The detailed display 28 shown in Fig. 2 and the detailed 
display 33 shown in Fig. 3 display detailed information 
corresponding to the schedule information on the respective screens. 
When the information cannot be displayed on the first screen, it is 
displayed on the second and subsequent screens. 

[0037] It is thiis the important feature of the apparatus of the 
invention to arrange the time axis in good balance on the retrieval 
screen of schedules, display schedule information after symbol izat ion, 
then visual ly display the presence, if any, of schedules other than 
those on the time axis displayed by the before-after display 27, and 
permit visual expression of the pieces of schedule information other 
than those on the time axis displayed by the before-after display 27, 
on a screen of the same format under the effect of the screen 
switching function. 

[0038] Weekly retrieval 42 and monthly retrieval 43 operations 
are quite the same as above only except that the date is replaced by 
y/eek or month. 



[Fig. 1] 

9: User control function 

10: User registration 

11: User change 

12: User deletion 

13: Schedule update function 

14: Schedule registration 

15: Schedule change 

16: Schedule deletion 

40: Schedule retrieval function 

41: Daily retrieval 

42: Weekly retrieval 

43: Monthly retrieval 
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[Fig. 2] 

(1) Schedule retrieval screen: Daily retrieval 

(2) March 1990 

(3) March 10 (Wednesday) 
1: Time: 9:00-11:00 

Place: 301 Conference Room, 3F, Head Office 
Agenda: Sales Promotion Meeting for '91 (Product A) 
Remarks: Participants: All sales division managers and section 
managers 
5: Time: 18:30-21:00 

Place: Restaurant A, Akasaka (Room "Senju") 
Agenda: Social Meeting of Distributors 
Remarks: Presidents of Companies A and C, etc. 
24: Time axis 

26: Sjonbolized schedule information 
27: Before-after display 
28: Detailed display 
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[Fig. 3] 
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[Fig. 3] 

(1) Schedule retrieval screen: Daily retrieval 

(2) March 1990 

(2)' March 10 (Wednesday) 

(3) Function key 

(4) Function key 

(5) Schedule retrieval screen: Daily retrieval 

(6) March 1990 

(7) March 9 (Tuesday) 

(8) Schedule retrieval screen: Daily retrieval 

(9) March 1990 

(10) March 10 (Wednesday) 

(11) Function key 

5: Time: 18:30-21:30 

Place: Restaurant A, Akasaka (Room "Senju" 
Agenda: Social Meeting of Distributors 
Remarks: Company A 

27; Before -after display 

29: Schedule retrieval screen (8:00-20:00) 

31: Schedule retrieval screen (20:00-8:00) 

33: Detailed display 
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